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ADVERTISEMENT
A SMALL separate impression of Part II is issued for the convenience

of collectors and students specially interested in the classes of coins

treated in this Part, who may not care to purchase the complete volume.
The General Introduction, General Index, and complete Tables of Weights
and Measures appear in that volume only. Here it may be noted that

a millimetre is almost exactly T^h of an inch, or, in other words, one
inch is very little more than 25 millimetres

;
and that ten English grains

are equivalent to -648, almost two-thirds of a gramme. Weights are

given in English grains, and measurements in decimals of an inch.
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SECTION V

PUNCH-MARKED COINS

INTRODUCTION

ALTHOUGH the coins known as '

punch-marked
'

are rude and ugly,

bear no legends, cannot be precisely dated, and, as a rule, are not

assignable to any particular State or locality, they possess very special

claims on the interest of the scientific numismatist, as documents in the

early history of coinage. They also appeal to the anthropologist as

authoritative records of the symbolism religious, mythological, and

astronomical current throughout India for many centuries.

The term 'punch-marked' adopted by general consent means that

the devices on the coins are impressed, not by means of a die covering

the face (flan) of the coin, but by separate punches applied irregularly

at various points on the surface. Naturally the impressions so effected

often interfere with one another, and in cases where they are numerous

the result is a confused jumble of symbols. Ordinarily, no difficulty is

experienced in distinguishing the obverse from the reverse, the former

being occupied by the larger symbols, commonly numerous, and the

latter being sometimes blank, more often marked by a single minute

device, and not infrequently marked by two or three comparatively

inconspicuous devices. The cases in which both sides are crowded with

symbols are rather rare. Examples will be found in Nos. 52-8 of this

catalogue.

Mr. Theobald has been at the pains of enumerating more than three

hundred different devices found on punch-marked coins. Examination

of about one hundred and fifty specimens in detail resulted in proof that
'

ninety-six symbols are confined to the obverse area, twenty-eight to the

reverse, while fifteen symbols occur on both sides'. On the obverse

the average number of symbols is about five, whereas on the reverse the

average does not exceed two.

The devices are classified by Theobald under six heads, namely,

(i) the human figure ; (ii) implements, arms, and works of man, including
the stupa or chaitya, bow and arrow, &c. ; (iii) animals

; (iv) trees,

branches, and fruit; (v) symbols connected with solar, planetary, or

Sivite worship ; (vi) miscellaneous and unknown.
K 2
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The human figure rarely occurs, but the following catalogue offers

good examples in Nos. 37-40 and 106 (PL XIX, 3, 12). The chaitya or

titupa is very common, and is one of the few symbols common to both

obverse and reverse. Kecent research has proved that the stupa was

used in ancient times by the Jains as freely as by the Buddhists
;
and

it is no longer permissible to speak of this device as a 'Buddhist symbol '.

Buddhism, however, was more widely diffused than Jainism during the

period of the currency of punch-marked coins, and most of the chaityas

on the coins probably were intended to have a Buddhist signification.

The bow and arrow device is rare
;
as shown on No. 67 (PL XIX, 7) it

is exactly the same as that seen on the Kolhapur coins of the Andhra

dynasty issued between about 84 and 138 A.D. (PL XXIII). The punch-
marked coin may be referred reasonably to the same period.

The animal devices are very curious and interesting. It is well

known that up to comparatively recent times the rhinoceros was widely
distributed in the Gangetic plain. The coins bear testimony to the fact

that this great beast was a familiar object in ancient India. Three

examples are recorded in the catalogue, Nos. 48, 58, and 59 (PL XIX,

5, 6). The last-mentioned coin was found in the Gaya District, Bihar.

The elephant, of course, appears frequently. In most cases the representa-

tion is extremely crude, but the figure of the elephant saluting with

uplifted trunk, as shown on a large oblong copper coin of very early

date (No. 92, PL XIX, 10), is executed with considerable spirit.

The peacock, which performs a large part in Indian religious

symbolism, is often seen, generally perched on a stupa or chaitya.

Nos. 24, 28, 31, 37 (PL XIX, 3), &c., offer illustrations. The long-necked
crane or stork of No. 71 (PL XIX, 8) may be unique ; the device is not

incJuded in Theobald's comprehensive list. The significance of the dog
on the stupa (No. 75) has been discussed by Thomas and Theobald.

The representation of the sacred tank containing fish (No. 48, PL XIX, 5)

is not very rare
;
and various fishes are often displayed independently,

as on No. 10 (PL XIX, 1).

The collection now described does not seem to contain any example
of the goat browsing on the vine, a device specially noted by Theobald ;

and the trees shown are usually conventional, as No. 18, &c. The palm-
tree of No. 61 is rare, and seems to be intended to represent the coco-nut

tree with its fruit (Cocos nucifera).
Solar symbols, including many varieties of wheel devices, as well as

the svastika and triskeles or triskelis, are the most common of all, and,

indeed, are seldom absent. The so-called ' taurine
'

symbol, a crescent on

a circle, used in astrology to denote the zodiacal sign Taurus, is extremely
common. Symbols of the astrological class rarely occur on the reverse,

but examples are found in Nos. 21, 50. and 95. The figure resembling
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the Greek caduceus is frequent on both obverse and reverse (PL XIX, 7,

11, 12).

The coinage of Europe, as is well known, is derived through Greece

from Lydia, where the earliest coins were made about 700 B. c. by

impressing small punches or stamps on thick globules or buttons of

electrum, an alloy of gold and silver. Gradually the disk or flan was

made flatter, and the ordinary modern coin was evolved. The Corinthians

alone of the Greeks struck thin, flat coins from a very early time. The

northern Indians evolved their coinage on different lines. The early

standard of value was almost certainly copper, including alloys of that

metal, and the most ancient Indian coins, I believe, are copper.
1

I suspect that the square and oblong punch-marked copper coins

with blank reverse, Nos. 80-5 and 92-4 (PL XIX, 10), should be

ascribed to Taxila in the Panjab, and that they were the predecessors

of the heavy cast coins contemporary with Agathokles and Pantaleon

about 200 B.C. These punch-marked coins may be dated 300 or 400 B.C.

The 'twenty oblong rectangular-shaped copper punch-marked coins of

the most ancient type' obtained by Carlleyle at Bairant in the Benares

District may be even older. Three of these are said to have had '

single

letters of an archaic type one of them being apparently S, another L,

and another J punched into them'. The silver punch-marked coins

found at the same site, which also yielded a number of bronze, copper,

and flint relics, were very few in number (Cunningham, Reports, xxii.

114-16).

But the earliest Indian coins made of impure metal, containing about

80 per cent, of silver, are also extremely old, and it is possible, or

even probable, that in some parts of the country the use of silver

preceded that of copper. The solid ingots (Nos. 1, 2, 3), merely marked
with three dots, must be very ancient. Unfortunately there is no record

of the locality where they were found. No. 95 is a similar copper piece,

marked with the dim device of a star or sun. The heavy bent bars of

silver (Nos. 4-6), marked with simple symbols on the concave side and
blank on the convex side, have an extremely archaic appearance, and

may well go back to 500 or 600 B. c. In the ordinary series of punch-
marked coins the earliest place must be assigned to those with blank

reverse, at least to those of thin fabric. It is clear that the punch-
marked coinage was a private coinage issued by guilds and silversmiths

with the permission of the ruling powers. The numerous obverse

punches seem to have been impressed by the different moneyers through
whose hands the pieces passed, and the reverse marks may be regarded
as the signs of approval by controlling authority. But the paucity of

1 On this point I follow Thomas in preference to Cunningham. For southern coins
derived from globules see Introduction, Section xx.



134 PUNCH-MARKED COINS

records as to the actual provenance of the various types hinders the

attainment of well-founded conclusions on the subject.
1

In this place I cannot go into the theory of Indian coin weights,

which has been very fully discussed by previous writers, and shall

confine myself to the remarks necessary to explain the entries in the

catalogue. The silver solid ingots range in weight from 21-5 to 26-7

grains, which may represent an original weight of about 30 grains

(2 grammes). I do not see how to connect these figures with the

standards commonly used.

The bent bars (Nos. 4-6) weigh from 165-8 to 174-1 grains. These

may be 100 rail pieces (1 rati being taken as 1-825 grain).

It is well established that the ordinary silver punch-marked coins

(purdnas or dharanas) were struck to the scale of 32 ratis, and that the

full normal weight consequently was about 58 grains, or 3| grammes.
The heaviest in the catalogue is No. 31, 55-6 grains ;

and the lightest is

No. 55, 35-7 grains. These coins remained in circulation for a long time,

and stood wear well, the devices being incised, and not in relief. The

rectangular and circular coins agree in weight. I believe that the

rectangular coins, whether silver or copper, are, as a rule, earlier than

the circular coins of similar style, the metal of which is more debased.

The scale of weights of the copper coinage is quite distinct from that

of the silver, and is based on the pana or kdrshdpana of 80 ratis,

equivalent to about 146 grains, or nearly 9J grammes. The catalogue
does not include any pana pieces, but J, J, and | panas may be

recognized.

I now return to the subject of the mode of evolution of the Indian

indigenous coinage. It is plain that the Indian moneyers started, not

from a globule or button of fused metal, but from a hammered sheet,

which was then cut into strips, and subdivided into lengths of

approximately the desired weight, which was adjusted by clipping the

corners when necessary. Nobody can examine a handful of rectangular
silver punch-marked coins without seeing that this was the method of

manufacture. The cutting of circular blanks from a metal sheet being
a more troublesome process than snipping strips into short lengths, the

circular coins are presumably a later invention than the rectangular
ones. But the rectangular shape continued in use for centuries, and

many individual circular coins must be earlier in date than many of the

older form. Some of the copper pieces may have been made from cast

blanks.

1
Carlleyle's list of types found at Tambavati Nagari, north of Chitof, in Mewar or

Udaypur, and at Nagor in Jaypur State, Rajputana, is of special value as a record of
provenance. The ' caduceus '

symbol occurs on the reverse of several of the Tambavati
Nagari coins. Cunningham noticed it on coins from the eastern provinces in the neigh-
bourhood of Benares.
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A few definite facts help to fix the chronological position of the

punch-marked silver coinage, which long served as the common currency
of most of the States of ancient India, and was wonderfully uniform
in weight and general style from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin.

Cunningham states on the authority of Sir E. C. Bayley that a few
much worn punch-marked silver coins were found 'in company with

hemi-drachms of Antimachus II, Philoxenus, Lysias, Antialkidas, and
Menander '

(C. A. /., p. 54). This fact fixes the currency of the coins

referred to in 200 B. c., or a little earlier
;
and it is quite consistent with

the interpretation which recognizes punch-marked coins in the signatum

argentum presented by Ambhi (Omphis) to Alexander at Taxila in

326 E.G., as related by Quintus Curtius. A small punch-marked silver

coin was found by Major Pearse in one of the very ancient earthen

tumuli at Lauriya-Nandangarh (not Navandgarh) in the Champaran
District, Tirhut (Cunningham, Reports, i. 70). A copper punch-marked
coin found by Carlleyle at Masaon Dih or Joharganj in the Ghazipur
District bore a legend in characters ascribed by him to the Asoka period,
the third century B.C. (ibid., xxii. 103). No doubt the copper coins

were in circulation along with the silver, although they were much less

numerous, the need for small change being supplied by cowries, and to

some extent by other forms of coinage. Of the silver coins 'a large
hoard was discovered in September, 1807, at the opening of one of the

ancient tombs known by the name of pandu-ktilis near the village of

Chavadi paleiyam in Coimbatore, thus identifying the employment of

this kind of money with the aboriginal race whose places of sepulture
are scattered over every part of Southern India. And about four years
earlier a pot full of the same pieces was dug up at Pennar, also in the

Coimbatore province, among which was found a silver denarius of

Augustus, which proves that they were current at the commencement
of the Christian Era '.*

Cunningham was disposed to date the most ancient coins of the class

as early as 1000 B. c., but this estimate almost certainly is much in excess

of the truth.

Mr. Loventhal was of opinion that in Southern India the use of

punch-marked coins extended from the most remote times down to about
300 A. D. In Northern India, I doubt if they were much used after the

Christian Era. .

The coins now catalogued, 108 in number, are select specimens,

picked out of about treble the number.

The literature on punch-marked coins and the associated subject of

1 Letter from Mr. Garrow to Col. Mackenzie (1805) with coins of Augustus, Mad. J.
Lit. and Sc. t vol. xix (N.S.), p. 227

;
as cited in C. S. I., p. 45

; Elliot, Numismatic Gleanings
(reprint), p. 9. .



136 PUNCH-MARKED COINS

Indian metrology is extensive. In addition to Kapson's Indian Coins

and Cunningham's Coins of Ancient India, the student should not fail

to consult Mr. Theobald's essay on the symbols,
1 Thomas's Ancient

Indian Weights (Intern. Num. Or.), and Elliot's Coins of Southern India.

The proof of the independent origin of coinage in India has been

summarized by Prof. Rapson in J. R. A. S., 1895, p. 869.

CATALOGUE
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SECTION VI

LOCAL COINS OF NORTHERN INDIA

INTRODUCTION

THE four groups of coins described in this Part have been classed

together as being severally assignable to fairly definite localities in

Northern India. The coins of each group are found predominantly
in the districts named, and are not common elsewhere. The first

definite step in such localization of the ancient coinages was taken by
the publication in 1891 of Coins of Ancient India by Sir Alexander

Cunningham, the greatest Indian numismatist since James Prinsep.
Sir Alexander's unique experience extending over considerably more
than half a century enabled him to accumulate a mass of knowledge,
both general and special, concerning all classes of Indian coins, which

nobody can hope to rival. Although he published comparatively few

details about the provenance, or find-spots, of individual coins, his

general statements on the subject are of the highest value. His

announcement, for instance, that all the coins figured in Plate IX of

the work above referred to were obtained at Ajodhya, furnishes a secure

basis for the classification of many pieces which would otherwise

embarrass the numismatist. In the same way the assignment of the

other classes of coins treated in this section to Avanti, Kosam, and

Taxila respectively rests primarily upon Sir Alexander Cunningham's

unequalled personal knowledge of the distribution of Indian coins.

As Professor Rapson has pointed out, the hope of further advance in

our knowledge of the ancient currencies of India depends largely on

recognition of the local limits of each class of coin. It is very unfortu-

nate that the recorded information about the find-spots of coins is

so scanty, but it is some satisfaction to be able to assign even a few

groups to their proper local position. Coins of copper, including bronze

of sorts, do not, as a rule, wander very far from their place of issue, and,
inasmuch as nearly all the ancient Indian coins may be classed under

the heading 'copper*, evidence of their provenance goes a long way
towards determining approximately the locality of their mints.
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AJODHYA

The ancient city of Ajodhya on the Ghaghra (Gogra) river to the

east of the province of Oudh is famous in Hindu legend as the capital

of Rama, but is now a comparatively unimportant town, except as a

place of pilgrimage. It has been overshadowed, and, to a large extent,

replaced by the modern city of Faizabad (Fyzabad), N. lat. 26 46' 45",

E. long. 82 IT 40", a few miles distant, built in no small degree from

the materials of Rama's capital. Coins obtained at Fyzabad may be

considered as coming mostly from Ajodhya. The ancient history of

Ajodhya is lost, and the attempts of the local Brahnians to supply the

loss are worthless. No independent record exists of any of the Rajas
whose coins are described in the following pages, and we can only guess
their age by considering the style of the coins and the script of the

legends. Cunningham held that the most ancient coins, those of

Dhanadeva and Visakhadeva, are '

certainly not older than the second

century B.C.', and this determination may be accepted, so far as the

inscribed coins are concerned. Of course many of the punch-marked
and cast coins without legends may be much older. The coins of both

Visakhadeva and Dhanadeva were simply cast in moulds, and evidently
are of much the same date. Either prince may be regarded as the

predecessor of the other. The coins, Nos. 8-11, doubtfully ascribed to

Siva-datta, are also cast; as are the curious little pieces, Nos. 12 and 13

(PI. XIX, 14). exhibiting the fish, svastika, 'taurine,' and an object which
seems to me to be intended for a steelyard balance, but is described by
Cunningham as an axe.

The fine coins of Kumuda-sena (Nos. 14, 15, PI. XIX, 15) were first

collected and described by Colonel Rivett-Carnac, C.I.E., as noted in

the catalogue. Professor Rapson, when describing a third specimen

belonging to Mr. H. Nelson Wright, now in the British Museum,
erroneously supposed it to be unique and unpublished (J.R.A.S., 1903,

p. 287). The closely related coin of Aja-varina (No. 16 of catalogue)
is at present unique, so far as I know.

I have ventured to use the designation 'cock and bull' series for

the well known die-struck Mitra coins of Ajodhya, because the name
is exactly descriptive and convenient for citation. The specimens
catalogued, unfortunately, are not very good. The name of Deva-mitra

(No. 28, PL XIX, 18) is new. The reading on the coin itself is certain.

I see no reason for believing that these ' cock and bull
'

Mitra coins of

Ajodhya were issued by the dynasty which struck the very different

series with deep incuse on the obverse, assigned by Cunningham to

Panchala. The mere fact that the Rajas who struck both series of coins
had names ending in -mitra is no sufficient warrant for holding that they
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all belonged to a single 'Mitra dynasty'. Nor is there any sound reason for

identifying the Rajas who issued the incuse coins with the Suoga dynasty

of the Puranas. The Panchala coins will be treated in Section VIII.

I regret that I am unable to agree with Professor Rapson in his

reading of the name on the coins of Ayu-mitra of the * cock and bull*

type. 'The inscription on these coins/ he observes, 'seems not to be

tiuya-, Saya-, or Ayu-mitasa, each of which readings has been suggested,

but almost certainly Ayyamiirasa (i.e. Aryamitrasya). The description

of this coinage given in Indian Coins (PI. IV, 3), should probably be

corrected accordingly; but it must be borne in mind that the letters

a and su at this period [scil.
? 2nd or 1st century B. c.] are very easily

confused
'

(J. R. A. S., 1900, p. 100). I have examined many of these

coins in much better preservation than those now catalogued, and am
convinced that the true reading is Ayu (or possibly Ayu). The form

of initial A on these 'cock and bull' coins is quite distinct from sa.

I doubt if su occurs. It seems to me absolutely impossible to read the

first word in the legend of PL XIX, 17 as Ayya. The legend is

HoJUyi^t!, and I do not see how the y with the long tail can b&

read as double y. The u is formed in the ordinary way by the

prolongation downwards of the vertical stroke of the y. I do not see

any reason for reading A. Of course there is a difficulty in accepting
and explaining a non-Sanskrit word like Ayu9 but we must take the

legend as it stands. I am disposed to think that the ' cock and bull
'

coins of Ajodhya are not of such early date as has been supposed, and

that they may well be as late as the second century A. D. Mr. Carlleyle

regarded Ayu-mitra as the latest of the dynasty,
' as the letters of the

legend belong to the later Gupta period
'

(J. A. $. J5., 1880, part i, p. 27) ;

but I do not think the coins are later than 150 A. D., and they may be

earlier.

AVANTI

These coins, described by Cunningham under the name of Ujjain, are

better referred to the country Avanti, of which Ujjain (lat. 2311
/
10

//

N.,

long. 75 51'45" E.) was the most notable city. They come not only
from Ujjain itself, but from Eran, Besnagar, and other towns of Avanti.

Professor Rapson has suggested that the so-called '

Ujjain symbol
'

of the

cross and balls would more accurately be named the ' Malava symbol',
and there is no doubt that the proposed term would be the more accurate,

but I have thought it better to retain the more familiar expression.
The legend on No. 27 (PL XX, 3), which seems to read Runamisa

or Runamdsa, is puzzling. The two-horned rhinoceros on No. 28 is

interesting. It is very curious to notice how the devices used on the

punch-marked coins are combined on the dies of the Ujjnin coins,
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the animals and symbols characteristic of the earlier series being

repeated on the later. But the two-horned rhinoceros is represented

only on No. 28. The animal depicted on the punch-marked coins and

on an Ujjain coin in Mr. Theobald's cabinet (J. A. 8. B., 1890, part i,

p. 218) is single-horned, either E. indicus, or the lesser species, jR.

Sondaicus, the range of which extended to the Panjab as late as the

time of Babar.

KOSAM

The catalogue includes only four coins which can be referred with

certainty to the ancient city of Kosam on the Jumna, about thirty miles

south of west from Allahabad, which is recognized by the Jains as

Kausambl, but undoubtedly is not the Buddhist Kausambi of the

Chinese pilgrims in the fifth and seventh centuries A. D. (J.R.A.S.,

1898, p. 503). The most ancient piece evidently is the circular cast

coin No. 4, which has been known for a long time. Cunningham

possessed seven specimens, six of which came from Kosam, and the

seventh from Bifcha, not far distant. These coins may be assigned to

the second or third century B. c.

Bahasati-mita (Brihaspati-mitra) is inaccurately called Bahasata by

Cunningham. Fifteen of his coins are in the Lucknow Provincial

Museum, of which nine were excavated at Kosam in 1887, and six at

Ramnagar (Ahichhatra) in Rohilkhand in 1891. The genealogy given
in an inscription at Pabhosa near Kosam shows that the grandfather
of Bahasati-mitra was King Bhagavata, son of Vamgapala, king of

Adhichhatra or Ahichhatra. The dynasty at Kosam is thus proved

conclusively to have been a branch of that of Adhichhatra, and the

occurrence of Bahasati-mitra's coins at both Kosam and Ramnagar is

explained (see Ep. Ind., ii. 243). The late Mr. Rodgers had two small

brass coins (diam. -7 and -55) of the Northern Satrap type with the

imperfect legend Bahd- in early characters, which possibly may have

been another issue of the Bahasati-mitra of Kosam and Ahichhatra.

The Kosam coins of Jetha-mitra made known by Cunningham also

are related to the Northern Satrap series. During one visit to Kosam

Cunningham obtained sixteen coins of Bahasati-mitra, one of Asvaghosha,
three of Jetha-mitra, and two of Deva-mitra (Reports, x. 4).

The coins of this Deva-mitra have not been published, so far as

I know, and I cannot say whether or not he was identical with the

Deva-mitra of the Ajodhya cock and bull
'

type (PL XIX, 18). I doubt

if the * cock and bull
'

type coins ever occur as far west as Allahabad.

They are frequently found in Oudh, Gorakhpur, and Bast!.

The coin of Pavata (Parvata) is new. The only other known specimen,

formerly in my cabinet, is now in the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris.
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TAXILA

The coins of the great city of Taxila, the ruins of which are traceable

at Shahdheri and other villages near Hasan Abdal, and not very far from

Rawalpindi, in the N.W. Panjab, have been well described by Cunningham,
C. A. I., PI. II, III. Few illustrations, therefore, are given in the plates

of this work. The massive rectangular pieces with blank reverse mani-

festly are the most ancient. They must be earlier than the coins struck

with a die on both obverse and reverse, while the latter must be prior

to the coins of Agathokles and Pantaleon (about 190-180 B. C.) which

are Hellenized imitations of the Taxilan double-die coins. The single-die

pieces may be assumed to begin not later than 350 B. c. The varieties

are numerous, so that they must have continued in use for a long time.

The circular coins, both massive and thin, with blank reverse, may be

a little later than the rectangular ones. The legend Vatasvaka on
No. 13 has been well explained by Biihler as a tribal name, equivalent
to Sanskrit Vatasvakdh, meaning the Asvaka tribe of the vata or fig-tree

clan. Similarly the Audumbara tribe was named after the udumbara

fig-tree, Flcus glomerata (Ind. Stud., No. Ill, Wien, 1895).
The coins with specially Buddhist symbols are probably not earlier

than the time of Asoka. It is not likely that Buddhism had taken root

at Taxila before he began his missionary efforts about 259 B.C. I describe

the chaitya, monastery, &c., on the Taxilan coins as *

specially Buddhist

symbols ', not because they are peculiar to Buddhism, but because Taxila

was a famous Buddhist centre of learning, while it is not known to have
been frequented by Jains.

L 2



CATALOGUE

COINS OF AJODHYA, FROM ABOUT 150 B.C. TO 100 A.D.

Serial

No.



COINS OF AJODHYA 149

Serial

No.



150 LOCAL COINS OF NORTHERN INDIA

Serial

No.



PLATE XIX

PUNCH-MARKED

PUNCH-MARKED COINS
SILVER AND COPPER

LOCAL COINS
AJODHYA AND AVANT!





COINS OF AJODHYA 151

Serial
Nn



152 LOCAL COINS OF NOBTHERN INDIA

COINS OF AVANTI (CAST on DIE-STHUCK)
l

Serial

No.



COINS OF AVANTI 153

Serial
No.



154 LOCAL COINS OF NORTHERN INDIA

Serial

No.



COINS OF AVANTI 155

Serial

No.



156 LOCAL COINS OF NORTHERN INDIA

COINS OF TAXILA, FROM ABOUT 350 B.C. TO THE
CHRISTIAN ERA

Serial

No.



COINS OF TAXILA 157

Serial

No.



158 LOCAL COINS OF NORTHERN INDIA

Serial

No.



COINS OF TAXILA 159

Serial

No.



SECTION VII

TRIBAL COINS

INTRODUCTION

FOR many centuries past India has not evolved any form of govern-

ment other than the ordinary type of oriental despotism ;
but ancient

India exhibited a greater variety of political constitutions, and large

areas were occupied by nations, tribes, or clans, who managed to dispense

with the commonplace despot, and governed themselves under some form

of aristocratic or democratic constitution. The Greek writers give us

glimpses of such communities the Malloi (probably Malavas), Oxydrakai

(Kshudrakas), and others in the Panjab during the fourth century B.C.;

and in later times occasional notices in inscriptions prove that the
'

kingless
'

peoples still held their ground in various regions. To such

peoples, apparently, must be assigned the curious coins described in

this section.

ARJUNAYANAS

The coins of this tribe, nation, or clan whatever its proper designa-

tion may be are extremely rare
;
and I do not know any exact record of

the find-spots of the few existing specimens to help in the definite location

of the tribe. In the time of Samudragupta (350 A. D.) the Arjunayanas
were on the frontier of the Gupta empire, outside of the regular provinces,

although under the general control of the paramount power. Cunningham
classed the Arjunayana coins with those of Mathura because they are

procurable in that city ;
and they may be assigned with probability to

the region lying -west of Agra and Mathura, equivalent, roughly speaking,
to the Bharathpur and Alwar States (/. R. A. S., 1897, p. 886). Two

Arjunayana coins are included in the catalogue. No. 1 represents a type
known since Prinsep's time

;
No. 2 seems to be unpublished. Both

types are early, and may be dated approximately 100 B. c. They are

closely related, in one way or another, to the money of the Northern

Satraps, Yaudheyas, and other ancient powers. See C. A. I., p. 89, PI.

VIII, 20
;
/. (7., sec. 42, PL III, 20 ;

and Rapson in J. R. A. S., 1900, p. 106.

AUDUMBARAS OR OOUMBARAS

The coins of this tribe also are extremely rare, and come chiefly, if

not exclusively, from the Kangra District in the Panjab. The four



INTRODUCTION 161

specimens described in the catalogue are all in bad condition, and their

provenance is not recorded. The coins approximately belong to the

same period as those of the Arjunayanas ; and, like them, have many

points of resemblance to other classes of ancient coins. See C.A.I.,

p. 66, PI. IV ; Reports, xiv, p. 115, PI. XXXI ;
/. <7., sec. 43, PI. Ill, 8

;

Bergny and Rapson in J.R.A. S.
t 1900, pp. 410, 429 n. [During passage

of this work through the press I learn from Mr. Rawlins that Odumbara

coins of Bhanumitra are *

quite common '

at the foot of the Manaswal

plateau, Hoshyarpur District.]

KUNINDAS

The ancient Kunindas seem to be represented by the modern Kunets

of Kulu and other territories near Simla, and to have extended formerly

into the Saharanpur and Ambala Districts, where their coins occur in

large numbers. Three of the silver coins were found at Jwalamukhi

in Kangra associated with coins of Apollodotos (circ. 150 B. c. ; Reports,

xiv. 134). Most of the Kuninda coins, both silver and copper, bear

legends assigning them to the reign of Maharaja Amoghabhuti, Raja of

the Kunindas
;
but they vary much in execution, and probably extend

over a considerable period. The name of Amoghabhuti seems to have

been continued on the coinage long after his decease. The legends

usually are in an ancient form of Brahmi script, but some coins,

presumably the earliest, have the legend repeated in the Kharoshthi

character (Nos. 9, 10 of catalogue).

The rare anonymous coins exhibiting an image of &va and his titles

(Nos. 36, 37) are later in date than the '

stag type
'

coins with the name
of Amoghabhuti.

See Reports, xiv, pp. 125-35, PL XXXI
;

G. A. /., p. 70, PI. V ; /. C.,

sec. 50, PI. Ill, 9, 10; and Professor Rapson's article, 'The Kulutas, a people
of Northern India/ in J. R. A. 8., 1900, p. 529.

THE MALAVAS

In ancient Indian literature and inscriptions the term Malava is

applied to various communities and territories, extending from the

eastern Panjab to Ujjain. Taranath (Schiefner, p. 251) even speaks of

'Malava in Prayaga', whatever that may mean. The Malavas whose
coins are here catalogued dwelt in eastern Rajputana for four or five

centuries, and may or may not have been the same people as the better

known Malavas further south. In the vast range of Indian coinages
their coins are among the most curious and enigmatical, and among the

many brilliant discoveries made by that eccentric archaeologist, the late

Mr. A. C. Carlleyle, none is more striking than that of thousands of

Malava coins at Nagar in the Jaypur State. The discovery was made
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in the camping season of either 1871-2 or 1872-3, and, so far as I know,
since then nobody else has visited the place, which is difficult of access,

infested with venomous snakes, and extremely unhealthy. The site of

the ancient town of Nagar, or Karkota Nagar, covers about four square

miles, and lies within the territory of the Raja of Uniyara (Oniara of

map), a feudatory of Jaypur, at a distance of about twenty-five miles a

little east of south from Tonk, in approximately N. lat. 25 50' and E. long.
75 50'. Here Carlleyle found the remains of a city of high antiquity,
with a multitude of old temples and great embankments, the buildings

being constructed of huge bricks measuring 1' 6" x 1' 5" x 4". The
Malava coins occurred in large numbers in many spots, and he ' found

the small green old coins in some places lying as thick as shells on the

sea-shore' (Reports, vi. 176). Altogether he and the people employed

by him gathered more than six thousand
; out of which ' not more than

about thirty-five coins (or a little over half a coin per cent.) were of

outside origin, or derived from a foreign source. With the exception
of these few, the whole of the coins found at Nagar were exclusively of

Nagar mintage, and belonged to Nagar alone
'

(ibid., p. 179). The coins

now described are part of that wonderful find. A few duplicates have

been excluded from the catalogue. Carlleyle found that about 2,296

specimens were worth keeping, but ( about 400 good coins
'

were stolen

from him. I do not know what has become of the balance
;
Dr. Hoernle

formerly had some, but an immense number remains unaccounted for.

Evidently plenty more would be obtainable if anybody would take the

trouble to go and look for them.

According to Caiileyle's and Cunningham's judgement the age of the

coins found ranged from about 250 B. c. to 250 A. D., or at the latest

350 A. D., a period of five or six centuries
;
and my examination of the

available specimens supports this opinion, so far as the later limit is

concerned. But the initial date for the coins, as Professor Rapson has

convinced me, does not seem to be earlier than 150 B. c.

The legends of the earliest coins are in the Brahmi script of the second

century B. c., while those of the latest may be assigned to the fourth

century A. D. The cessation of the local coinage is adequately accounted

for by Samudragupta's conquest of Northern India about 330 A. D.

Professor Rapson goes too far when he observes that ' the coins on which
the legend Malavdndm Jayah has been read were formerly regarded as

ancient
;
but both the character of their inscriptions and the fact that they

are in fabric somewhat similar to the coins of the Nagas of Padmavati

(Smith, J. R. A. &, 1897, p. 643 ; v. inf. 101) point to a date not earlier

than the fifth cent. A. D/ (J. C.
y sec. 51). In truth none of the coins in the

Indian Museum are as late as the fifth century, and, as remarked above,
330 A. D. may be taken as the limiting date.
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Most of the earliest coins are comparatively large, with a diameter

of about half an inch (Nos. 1-11). The Bhapamyana coin (No. 68),

diam. 4, and the Yama coin (No. 69), diam. 42, belong to the same

period, probably the second century B. c. No. 100, a coin of Paya, with

a late form of y, may be assigned to 300 A. D. The unique Mahdrdya
coin (No. 101, PL XXI, 5), which Carlleyle supposed to be the latest of

all (Reports, p. 180) seems to be referable to the second century A. D.

Its diameter is -3.

The small size of most of the Malava coins is astonishing. The

weights (inaccurately stated by Cunningham, Reports, xiv. p. 150) are

as follows :

grains

Class A. Group 1 (second century B.C.) . . 10-5 to 40-3

2 (two coins), vase rev. . . 2-5 each

3, tree and vase . . . 4 to 9

4, lion rev. .... 34 to 7-5

5, bull rev 3-5 10-5

6, king's head . . . . 6-5 94

7, fantail peacock . . . 6*3 12*0

8, various . . .
.

. 2-6 16

Classes B and C . . .... 1-7 15

No. 106, with a pinnate palm-leaf on obv., vase on rev., and weight

1-7, diam. -2, may claim the honour of being one of the smallest coins in

the world. Although it has no legend, the type is quite distinctly

shown. No. 70, which is inscribed with a two-line legend, weighs only

2-3, and has a diam. of -25. It is very difficult to understand how such

a coinage can have been used, as it was used for centuries.1
Evidently

it was confined to Nagar and the immediate neighbourhood, for the coins

are not found anywhere else. The few which Cunningham obtained at

the annual fair of Pokhar (Rajputana) in November, 1864 (Reports, xiv.

150), probably came from Nagar, and the single specimen in the A. S. B.

collection (Catal. No. 67 6) most likely was obtained by Colonel Stacy's

collector working at Chitor.

Carlleyle recognized nearly forty new names of chiefs, but those read

by me on the coins catalogued number only twenty. Very odd the

names are, and evidently of foreign origin. The name Yama on No. 69

in early characters may be read backwards as Maya. Undoubted

examples of reversed legends read from right to left are supplied by
Nos. 57 (PL XX, 20), 62 (PL XX, 22), 63 (PL XX, 23), and 70. The

1 I formerly possessed eight select specimens of minute rectangular punch-marked
coins from Eran which measured from 2 to .35 inch on the side. I did not note the

weights. The British Museum possesses minute silver coins of Ephesus, the smallest of
which weighs only a grain.

M 2
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extreme minuteness of the coins may interfere with the legibility of

photographs, on which difficulty may be found in tracing the legends,

but in all these cases the fact is as stated. I should note that the reading

Mdlavahna, and its explanation as a Prakrit genitive plural, were first

published by Dr. Hoernle.

Limitation of space forbids further discussion of this interesting group
of coins. The publications on the subject have been cited above.

NAGA

The Naga coins, having been adequately treated by Cunningham

(Reports, ii. 307-28
;
J. A . 8. ., 1865 ;

0. M. I., pp. 20-4, PL II), may be

disposed of briefly. The Naga capital, Padmavati, was identified rightly

by Cunningham with the modern Narwar (Nalapura) in the Gwalior

State, situated about forty-five miles SSW. from Gwalior. The abun-

dant coinage of Maharaja Ganapati or Ganendra is represented in the

catalogue by fifteen selected specimens, among which No. 15, weight 42,

diam. -45, is notable for its comparatively large size and thickness.

Most of the coins are very small, the diameter ranging from -3 to -38,

and the weight from 6-3 to 21-5. They are closely related to some of

the later Malava coins, but are rather larger and thicker. The date

of Ganapati Naga is fixed to approximately 330 A. D. by the Allahabad

inscription of Samudragupta, who 'violently exterminated' him along
with other northern princes (J. R. A. &, 1897, p. 876). Maharaja Deva,
of whose coinage a single poor specimen is in the collection, must have

been slightly earlier. The coins of the other Naga chiefs are wanting.

RAJANYA

The Rajanya coinage has not been recognized hitherto owing to a

strange blunder in the reading of the legend, Rajana janapadasa, the first

word of which has been misread by everybody as Rajna (I. C., sec. 47 ;

Reports, xiv. 151) or Rajna (C.A.I., p. 89). The legend, whether in Brahmi
or Kharoshthi, is perfectly plain as Rajana, written in three characters.

Professor Rapson, who accepts the correction, rightly explains rajana as

equivalent to Sanskrit rajanya, a well-known equivalent for kshatriya,
the modem Rajput. The legend therefore means '

[coin] of the Kshatriya

country', or, to use the present verbal equivalent, Rajasthan or Rajputana.
In C. A. J., Cunningham classes the coins of the so-called 'Raja-Janapada'
with those of Mathura, as being occasionally procurable at that city, but

points out (p. 85) that many of the coins included in his Plate VIII were

-brought for sale from the surrounding country. The Rajanya or

Kshatriya territory, therefore, must have been not far from Mathura,
and presumably in some part of eastern Rajputana. Exact evidence

concerning the provenance of the coins, which are rare, has not been
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recorded, but the type is closely related to that of the Northern Satraps

of Mathura, and the coins may be assigned to either the Bharathpur

(Bhurtpore) or Dholpur State
;
more probably the latter, as the Arjuna-

yanas may be allotted to the former. The date of the Rajanya coinage
seems to be either the second or first century B. c. [Mr. Rawlins informs

me that coins of this type are found on the Manaswal plateau, Hoshyarpur

District.]

YAUDHEYA

The best account of the Yaudheya coins is that in Reports, pp. 139-45,

PL XXXI, which is superior to the description in G. A. /., pp. 75-9
; but

the plate in the latter work is the better. The references are collected

in /. (7., sec. 60 (PL III, 13-15).

The name Yaudheya (also spelt Yodheya on some coins) means
* warrior ', and the tribe is mentioned in inscriptions as opposed to the

Satrap Rudradaman of Surashtra about 150 A. D., and to Samudragupta
about 330 A. D. The coins, which are readily divisible into three well-

marked classes,
e are found in the Eastern Panjab, and all over the country

between the Satlej and Jumna Rivers. Two large finds have been made
at Sonpath, between Delhi and Karnal.'

Four of the copper pieces were obtained in the Kangra District, and
a great many at a place called Jogadheri in the Eastern Panjab. The

unique silver coin was procured by Cunningham's collector at Saharanpur
(C. A. /., pp. 75, 79

; Mr. Rodgers).
The 'bull and elephant' type, which is the earliest, may be dated

a little before or after the Christian era. The big, rude pieces of the

chief who calls himself Svami Brahmanya Yaudheya may be assigned
to the second century A. D. ; and the better executed * warrior

'

type
coins, suggested by Kushan models, probably extend up to the time

of the conquest of Northern India by Samudragupta about 330 A. D.

They seem to have been issued by three distinct clans, the coins of the

second and third clans being distinguished by numeral syllables and

special symbols. Those of the third clan are the least numerous.

For Yaudheya clay seals or votive tablets from Sunet in the Ludiana

District, see Hoernle, Proc. A. S. B., 1884, pp. 138-40. These are

assigned to the third century A. D., but may be as late as the early part
of the fourth century.
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Serial

No. Museum
Metal,

Weight,
Size

Obverse Reverse

15

16

17

18 a

18 b

19

20

I.M.

A.S.B.

I.M. M

178-5

LI

148-8

1-07

172-5

M
154-5

1-0

109-9

-97

116-3

1-0

119-5

1-07

Six-headed god grasping

spear ;
vase in r. field ;

legend on 1. margin, Ku-
marasa.

Six-headed god, defaced.

Legend, r. sa feu.

Six-headed god, grasp-

ing spear. Legend, bhdga-
vata . . . . sa Kumd.

Single-headed god, radi-

ate, facing ; vase in r. field
;

traces of Brahmana deva

legend.

Single-headed god, radi-

ate, grasping spear. Legend,

devasya drama Bra\Ji-

Similar
; nya

legible.

Six-headed god; Brahma

legible.

As No. 8, corroded (PL
XXI, 17).

Single-headed goddess,
radiate ; tree r. ; wide
blank margin.

Six-headed goddess; tree

r., chaitya 1. ; snake or river

below.

Ditto; corroded.

Quadruped standing 1.,

facing (?)tree; vase with

streamers in r. field
;
dotted

circle ;
much worn.

Stag standing r.
;

cres-

cent above, tree 1. ; (?) river

below
; worn, irregular

shape.

Quadruped standing r. ;

above a (?) shrine, with
curved roof.

ANONYMOUS, THIRD OB FOURTH CENTURY A.D.

Warrior type; copper

Far. 1 ; no obv. numeral, no rev. symbol
21

22

23

I.M. 168

-95

164

-97

168
-92

Raja or deity standing,

facing front, grasping spear
in r. hand, with 1. hand on

hip; cock 1. at his 1. foot.

Br. legend in well-formed

characters, Yaudheya (Yo-

dheya) cjanasya jaya,
* Vic-

tory to the Yaudheya tribe
'

Similar;

complete.

Ditto; ditto.

legend nearly

Robed male figure walk-

ing L, with r. hand ex-

tended, and 1. hand on hip,
like Miiro on Kushan coins;

dotted circle (PL XXI, 18).

Ditto.

Ditto.

1 The word drama seems quite clear, but I cannot explain it. Cunningham notes ' on
several specimens I find the word dama or darma over the back of deer '

(Reports, xiv. 144).
The full ordinary legend seems to be Bhagavatah svdmino Brahmanya devasya, ['coin] of
Svami [a title] Brahmanya-deva, worshipper of Vishnu.' I cannot explain with certainty
the word Kumdra on Nos. 15-17, but it may bo the name of a chief distinct from Brah-
manya-deva. Cunningham (loc. cit.} thought it probable that other names might occur on
these coins.
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SECTION VIII

KINGS OF NORTHERN PA^CHALA
(AHICHHATRA) AND KOSALA

INTRODUCTION

1. THE SO-CALLED 'MlTRA DYNASTY*; COINS WITH INCUSE

THE remarkable series of coins characterized by a well-marked

obverse incuse containing the ruler's name and certain symbols, usually

in a set of three, is often spoken of as the coinage of the 'Mitra

Dynasty ', because the names of most of the kings end with the word

vnitra
(

f friend
').

But the designation is not satisfactory, being equally

applicable to other dynasties. Some writers, having rather hastily

assumed Agnimitra of this dynasty to be identical with Agnirnitra

Sunga of the Puranic lists and the Mdlavikdgnimitra drama, then pro-

ceeded to ascribe the whole series of coins in question to the Sungas.

But, as Cunningham has shown (C. A. I., p. 80), no sound reason exists

for connecting these coins with the Sungas, who do not appear to have

held the territories where the coins are found. The name of Agnimitra
is the sole and insufficient reason for bringing the Sunga dynasty into

connexion with the coins ; all the other coin names differ from those

in the Puranas and the play. Cunningham describes the coins in

question as those of the country named Panchala, that is to say Northern

Pafichala, the modern Rohilkhand, comprising the Bareilly (Bareli) and

other districts between the Ganges and the mountains. He is right in

so far as it is true that these incuse coins are abundantly found at

Ahichhatra, the modern Ramnagar near Aonla in the Bareli District,

which undoubtedly must have been an ancient capital of Northern

Pafichala, and probably was that of the kings who struck the incuse

coins. But the great numismatist was in error when he stated that the

coins are '

very rarely found
'

beyond the limits of Northern Pafichala.

I know from personal experience that the issues of several of the kings
are common in eastern Oudh and in the Basti District further east.

Carlleyle picked up a coin of Agnimitra at the fort of Bhuila Dih in

Basti, and also obtained about a hundred others of the dynasty at the

same place or near it (Reports, xii. 153, 165, 169
;

J. A. S. -B., part i,

1880, p. 21). The two coins of Indramitra formerly in my cabinet came
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from Oudh, and I have seen many more collected in that province by
other people. But, although it is inaccurate to say that the incuse coins

are *

very rarely found
'

outside Rohilkhand, one of the principal sources

of supply unquestionably is Ahichhatra, where Colonel Rivett-Carnac

obtained about a hundred and ten, described and illustrated by
Mr. Carlleyle in J. A. 8. B., part i, 1880, pp. 21-8, with a plate, and ibid.,

pp. 87-90, with three plates.

It is clear that the kingdom of the Rajas who issued these coins

must have included eastern Oudh and Basti, with, perhaps, Gorakhpur
in short, the old kingdom of Kosala. If we call these Rajas lords of

Northern Panchala and Kosala we shall not be far wrong.
In the cold season of 1891-2 Dr. Ftihrer excavated a two-storied

Saiva brick temple to the west of the great lingam at Ramnagar
(Ahichhatra) and found a pot containing sixteen coins of this dynasty

belonging to Dhruvamitra, Suryamitra, Bhanumitra, Bhumimitra, Phal-

gunimitra, Agnimitra, Brihaspatimitra, Indraniitra, Vishnumitra, and

Jayamitra. Those coins presumably are now in the Lucknow Provincial

Museum, which possesses a rich cabinet, not yet catalogued.
In the present catalogue the following kings are represented : Agni-

mitra, Bhadraghosha, Bhanumitra, Bhumimitra, Indramitra, Phalguni-

mitra, and Suryamitra. I have arranged the names alphabetically because

I cannot find any sure criterion of relative date. The astronomical or

astrological character of many of the names is noticeable. Both Bkanu
and Surya mean the ' sun ', Bhumi is the ' earth ', Phalgunl is the name
of the eleventh and twelfth lunar asterisms or constellations, while

Dhruva is the pole-star, and also a name of Vishnu. The rude devices

on the reverse sometimes refer to the Raja's name; e.g. the coins of

Agnimitra exhibit a personification of '
fire ', and those of Suryamitra

and Bhanumitra have solar emblems.

To judge from the script of the legends, the series seems to range
between 100 B. c. and 100 A. D., but no independent evidence of date has

been discovered so far.

Colonel Rivett-Carnac expressed his hope that ' a complete set may
be accepted for the Society's Museum' (J".

A. S. B., part i, 1880, p. 90) ;

but I have not received any such set from the Asiatic Society of Bengal.
The coins catalogued all belong to the Indian Museum. Some poor

specimens have been excluded.

2. ACHYUTA

These little coins, so far as is known, are found only at the site of

Ahichhatra (Ramnagar near Aonla, Barell District, U.P.). The * name '

type was first published by Col. Rivett-Carnac (J. A.S.B., 1880, part i,

p. 87, PL VII, 2 A, B). The < Roman head
'

type was first published by
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rne (ibid., 1897, p. 302, PL XXXVIII, 16), from a coin then belonging to

Mr. Delmerick, and subsequently sold to Sir James Bourdillon. That

coin and the I. M. specimen are the only known examples of the type.

M. Drouin (Revue Num.) 1898, p. 141), perceiving that the portrait is

imitated from a Roman denarius, held that the 'Roman head' coins

must be much older than the ' name '

type coins. But the two types
occur together at Ahichhatra, have identical reverse, and legends of

nearly identical script. I therefore ascribe both to the same king,

without pretending to explain the apparent imitation of a Roman model

at so late a time. For wheel reverse compare Deva Naga of Narwar,
who may be dated about 300 A. D. The king seems to have been the

Achyuta of the Allahabad inscription, in which he is twice mentioned as

conquered by Samudragupta (/. R. A. S., 1897, pp. 420, 862).

Six fair duplicates and four worthless specimens of the * name '

type
have been excluded from the catalogue. A good many specimens are in

the Cunningham collection, B. M. The weights of the coins catalogued

range from 9 to 30-7 grains, so that, apparently, there were at least

three denominations. The coins show signs of considerable wear.

THE SO-CALLED
CHALA AND
100 A.D.
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SECTION IX

THE RAJAS AND SATRAPS OF MATHURA
AND VlRASENA

INTRODUCTION

THE RAJAS AND SATRAPS OF MATHURA

RECENT research has disclosed the names of a large number1 of early

Rajas ruling either at Mathura (Muttra, N. lat. 27 30' 13", E. long.

77 43' 45''), or over territories in the immediate neighbourhood of that

ancient city. The Rajas whose coins are described in the catalogue are

Balabhuti, Purushadatta, Bhavadatta (unpublished), Uttamadatta, Rama-

datta, Gomitra, Vishnumitra, Brahmamitra, and ? Surya (Suya). There

is also a doubtful name (uncertain, No. 1) which may be Ghosha. Other

names known are Seshadatta, Kamadatta, Sivadatta, and SiSuchandra-

datta or -chandrata (?) (J. R. A. S., 1900, pp. 109-15). Cunningham
knew of only three specimens of Balabhuti ; four more are now

described, and three bad specimens have been excluded. The coins of

Purushadatta also are rare. Carlleyle found a specimen at Bhuila Dih

in Basil District, U.P., to the east of Oudh (Reports, xii. 145, 164).

Bhavadatta is new, but see J.R.A.S., 1900, p. 113. Three are now
added to the five specimens of Uttamadatta previously known. The

coins of Ramadatta are fairly common. Carlleyle found examples
associated with coins of the satraps Ranjubula and Sodasa at Indor

Khera in the Bulandshahr District, U.P. (Reports, xii. 43).

The coins of Gomitra, Vishnumitra, Brahmamitra, and Surya (Suya)
are scarce, but sometimes obtainable at Mathura. They are, I think,

later than those of the princes previously named.

Probably all these Rajas, some of whom may have been contemporary
with each other, are earlier than the foreign satraps with Persian names.

The most ancient of the satraps seem to be Hagana and Hagamasha,

presumably brothers, who introduced a reverse device of a horse. The

coins of Hagamasha as satrap alone are fairly common, and it would

appear that he was the younger brother and survivor of Hagana. He
seems to have been directly followed by Ranjubula or Rajuvula, who
struck hemidrachmae in base silver, resembling and associated with the

coins of Strato II, as well as bronze coins after the manner of the Rajas.
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i^odasa was undoubtedly the son of Ranjubula, and if wo know the era

of the date 72 on his Mathura inscription the chronology would be clear.

The Mathura satraps were intimately associated with the satraps of

Taxila, whose few coins are not represented in this catalogue.

The satraps of both Taxila and Mathura by their use of a Persian

title and by their names plainly show their connexion with the Persian or

Parthian empire ;
and their rule was, I believe, a consequence of the

conquest of the kingdom of Taxila by the Parthian king Mithradates I

in or about 138 B.C. Ranjubula and J^odasa may be placed, according

to my view, in the last quarter of the second century B. c., somewhere

about 125-100 B.C., and the date 72 of Sodasa's inscription must be

interpreted accordingly. But this theory of the chronology is not

universally accepted. Cunningham obtained thirteen coins of Ranjubula
at Sultanpur in the Jalandhar (Jullunder) District, Panjab (Reports,

xiv. 57). His coins have been procured also at Sankisa in the Farrukh-

abad District, U.P., and, in association with those of his son Sodasa, at

Padhain in the adjoining District of Mainpuri (Reports, xi. 25, 38). The

distribution of the coins of Ranjubula led Cunningham to believe that

his dominions included a large portion of north-western India, extending
from Kangra, at the foot of the Himalayas, to Multan in one direction,

and to Mathura in the other (Reports, iii. 41). But this estimate may
be considered somewhat excessive.

The printed notices of the coins of the Rajas and Satraps of Mathura

have been indicated sufficiently above and in the catalogue. The position

of the satraps in relation to the Parthian empire has been discussed

briefly (p. 21) in my essay entitled ' The Indo-Parthian Dynasties, from

about 120 B.C. to 100 A.D.' (Z.D.M. G., January, 1906).

VlRASENA

The coins of this ruler are most readily procured in the Mathura

bazaar, where Cunningham obtained about a hundred. Carlleyle got
thirteen at Indor Khera in the Bulandshahr District, while Mr. Bum
and others have collected them in the Etah (Ita) District, as well as at

Kanauj and other places in the neighbouring Farrukhabad District. It

is clear, therefore, that Virasena ruled in the Central Doab, between the

Ganges and Jumna. His coins are scarcer in the Panjab. Four speci-

mens are in Rodgers' collection at Lahore, and I formerly possessed an

exceptionally minute one (diam. -3), which came from the Panjab. The

commonest variety consists of the small rectangular pieces about '45 in

diam., with a palm-tree on obverse and the rude outline of a crowned

female figure on the reverse. Sometimes the reverse is blank. The variety
with the name only in an incuse on obverse, and blank or animal reverse

(Catal. Nos. 1-3) seems to be rare, and has not been published previously.
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I am disposed to think that the coins of this class were issued by an

earlier homonymous king. Mr. Burn has one round coin of Virasena,

but I have seen only the rectangular pieces. Mr. Burn found a brief

inscription with the name Virasena in the year 1896 at Jankhat in the

south of the Farrukhabad District, which probably refers to the Raja
who issued the '

palm-tree
'

coins. I read the date on a rough copy as

113 Grishma
(i.

e. hot season), which probably indicates that the record is

dated in the year 113 of the era used by the Kushan kings, which, accord-

ing to my view, began about 120 A. D. If so, the date of the inscription

would be about 335 A. D. The characters of the legends on the '

palm-
tree

'

coins may be as late, although they look rather earlier. Mr. Burn

was inclined to read the date of the inscription as 13
; but, apparently,

that would fall in the reign of Kanishka, and it is unlikely that he would
have allowed Virasena to coin extensively in a province adjoining the

Panjab.

See C. A. /., PI. VIII, 18
; Carlleyle in Reports, xiv. 41

; Rapson and
Burn in J. E. A. &, 1900, pp. 115, 552.
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SECTION X

UNASSIGNED MISCELLANEOUS ANCIENT
COINS OF NORTHERN INDIA

INTRODUCTION

THE simple process of making coins by casting in a mould seems to

be little inferior in antiquity in India to that of stamping bars or ingots.

Comparatively few of the numerous cast coins of ancient India are

blank on the reverse. Most of them have a device or legend, or both,

on each face, and were made by joining two moulds together. All the

cast coins are of copper, including in that term various alloys. The

most ancient examples probably are to be found among the rude

rectangular pieces which are abundant in Oudh, Benares, and the

neighbouring districts.

Cunningham considered the chaitya and tree coin of C. A. J., PI. 1, 29,

to be ' rather rare
'

;
but I should be disposed to call it

' rather common '.

Six examples of it have been catalogued, ranging in weight from 27-5 to

61 grains. No. 16 with the legend Kunhama is novel, and I cannot

explain the meaning of the word. No. 19 is the largest rectangular

cast coin that I have seen.

The circular cast coins, no doubt, were, to a large extent, contempo-

rary with the rectangular ones. The types
'

chaitya and elephant
'

and
'

chaitya and bull
'

served as models for the much improved anonymous
coins struck by some of the Western Satraps between 225 and 236 A.D.

(C. M. /., p. 7, with correction of date of No. 10 from 129 to 158,

Rapsori) ; and this fact helps us to fix a posterior limit for the cast

coinage in Ujjain and the neighbourhood. Of course, in different parts

of India the practice varied greatly, and the old-fashioned methods of

coining must have lingered in some places longer than in others ;
but in

the Panjab and upper Gangetic provinces the cast coins are, I should

think, probably all earlier than 100 A.D. They must have been driven

out of circulation largely by the abundant copper issues of the Kushan

kings. In Malwa (Avanti, Ujjain), as remarked above, the cast coinage

may have lasted until 200 A.D., or even a little later.

The anonymous coins apparently die-struck include one silver

specimen of minute size. The rest are all copper or brass. The metal

has not been analysed, and by
'

brass
'

I mean an alloy that looks like
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brass it may be a pale bronze. The lead coins, Nos. 15-21, ranging
in weight from 43-5 to 63-2 grains, are too rude to admit of exact

description or reproduction. There is nothing to indicate their age.

Some specimens formerly in my cabinet were believed to come from

the ancient site Atranji Khera in the Etah (Ita) District, U. P. Those

catalogued may come from the same place, which was inspected by

Cunningham (Reports, i. 269; xi. 15).

The inscribed circular coins, mostly die-struck (class IV), comprise

many remarkable pieces, some of which seem to be unpublished. The

script on the coins of Brahmamitra and Gomitra (Nos. 1, 2), appears to

be nearly, if not quite, as old as that of the A6oka edicts. The names

recur in the series of the Rajas of Mathura (ante, Sect. IX) at a later date.

Carlleyle
'

picked up
'

a specimen of Jyeshthadattadeva's coinage at the

extremely ancient site of Bairant in the Benares District (Reports, xxii.

15), which may be the coin catalogued (No. 3). I do not know of any
other specimen. The coin (No. 4) on which I read Kavirasa jaya, with

jaya written reversed, also appears to be unique. Other examples of

reversed legends occur in the Malava class (ante, Sect. VII). The little

piece (No. 17) with blank rev. and Depkd on obv. is very curious, and

I cannot guess the meaning of the word. The Devasa class (separately

numbered) is puzzling. The coins are common in the United Provinces

of Agra and Oudh, and a good specimen which I formerly possessed

came from Kosam in the Allahabad District. The upper characters

look like numerals in the old notation. The reading devasa is due to

Prof. Rapson. The first character, being peculiar in form, has been read

generally as Ne, but De appears to be the correct reading. There is

nothing to indicate who Deva was.
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SECTION XI

THE ANDHRA DYNASTY

INTRODUCTION

THE authorities for the obscure history of the Andhra Dynasty were

critically examined in my articles entitled * Andhra History and Coinage
'

(Z. D. M. G. for 1902 and 1903), and have again been discussed briefly in

my 'Early History of India ', and in the Introduction to Professor Rapson's
British Museum Catalogue of the Andhra coins, the proofs of which

I have had the privilege of perusing. In this place a few words on the

subject will suffice.

The dynasty seems to have attained independence soon after the

death of A6oka, which occurred in 232 or 231 B.C., and it lasted for some

four centuries and a half up to about 236 A.D. At a very early period

the Andhra kings made themselves a great power, and extended their

authority across India along the course of the Godavari from its mouth

on the shores of the Bay of Bengal to its source in the mountains of the

Western Ghats. Southwards their dominion was carried into the northern

parts of Mysore, and northwards, perhaps, as far as the Narbada. There

is not any reason, so far as I know, for supposing that any part of India

to the north of that river ever came under Andhra sovereignty.

But the coins of the dynasty are Northern rather than Southern in

type, and, in fact, have nothing in common with the peculiar coinage
of the South. The known extant coins almost all belong to the later

kings. The earliest sovereign whose issues are represented in this

catalogue is Sivalakura, son of Mathari (about 85-113 A.D.). The col-

lection does not include any example of the coins of his predecessor,

Vilivayakura I, who is credited with a reign of six months only in

84 or 85 A. D.
;
but it contains two good specimens of the issue of Siva-

lakura's successor, Vilivayakura II, son of Gautami (about 113-38 A.D.).

These three princes emitted a peculiar
' bow and arrow

'

type of coinage,

which is found, so far as is known, only at Kolhapur in the Bombay
Presidency. The Andhra kings had a special partiality for lead as

a material for currency, and most of their extant coins are in that metal.

Only three specimens of their silver coinage have been discovered, and

evidently it was extremely limited in amount. Next to lead they
favoured a curious alloy of copper, which Professor Rapson calls

'

potin '.

A large hoard of these '

potin' coins was found some years ago at
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Chanda in the Central Provinces, and most of the specimens in museums
come from that hoard (Proc. A. S. B., 1893, p. 117).

1 The potin coins

are cast
;
the lead coins seem usually to be die-struck, although the

blanks may have been cast. The small leaden coins are exceedingly

rude, and, perhaps, were wholly cast. The coinage, as a whole, is devoid

of all beauty or artistic merit, and is interesting,' primarily, as a docu-

ment of dynastic history, and secondarily, on account of its peculiar
materials.

The leaden coins from the Krishna (Kistna) and Godavari Districts,

and other southern and eastern parts of the Andhra empire, exhibit

a considerable variety in their rude devices. The reverse most commonly
used is the so-called 'Ujjain symbol', familiar on the punch-marked
coins and other early issues of Northern India. The favourite obverse

type is a rough delineation of an elephant, but the horse, lion, and,

perhaps, other animals also occur. The '

ship
'

coins are not represented

in this catalogue. The most extensive issues belong to the reign of

Yajna Sri (about 184-213 A.D.) and the next in number to that of Pulu-

mavi or Pulumayi (about 138-70 A.D.). The name which formerly was

read as Vada really is, as Professor Rapson points out, Chada (Chamda,,

Chandra) on the coins. The catalogue includes only one example of his

Coinage (about 219-29 A.D.). Many of the coins have no legends, and it

is impossible to assign them with certainty. Now that attention has

been directed prominently to the subject, collectors in the old Andhra

dominions may be expected to add largely to our present very imperfect

knowledge of Andhra numismatics.
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INDEX OF RULERS, CITIES, TRIBES, AND
COUNTRIES IN PART II

(a. = city ; co. = country ;
r. = ruler

j
i. tribe.)

Achyuta, r., pp. 185, 188.

Agni-mitra, r., pp. 184, 186.

Ahichhatra, ci.: see Paiichala

N., co.

Aja-varma, r., pp. 144, 150.

Ajodhya, ci., pp. 144, 148.

Amoghabhuti, r., pp. 161, 167.

Andhra, co., t., p. 208.

Arjunayana, L, pp. 160, 166.

Asva-ghosha, r., pp. 146, 155.

Audumbara, t.. pp. 147, 160,
166.

Avanti, co., pp. 145, 152, 198,
203.

Ayu-mitra, r.
, pp. 145, 150.

Bahasati-mitra, r., pp. 146,
155.

Balabhuti, r., pp. 190, 192...

Bhadra-ghosha, r., pp. 185,
187.

Bhanu-mitra, r., pp. J 85, 187.

Bhapamyana, r.,pp. 163, 174.

Bhavadatta, r., pp. 90, 193.

Bhiimi-mitra, r., pp . 185, 187.

Brahma-mitra (2), r., pp. 190,

194, 199, 205.

Brahmanya, r., p-p. 165, 181.

Brihaspati-mitra , r. : see Ba-

hasati-mitra, r.

Chamda, r., pp . 209, 213.

Deva, pp. 199, 206.

Deva-mitra, r., pp. 144, 146,
151.

Deva (Naga), r., pp. 164, 178.

Dhana-deva, r., pp. 144, 148.

Fyzabad, ci.: see Ajodhya, ci.

Gajava, r., p. 177.

Ganapati (Ganendra), r., pp.
164, 178.

Gojara, r., p. 176.

Gornitra (2), r
., pp. 190, 192,

199, 205.

Gotamiputa, r. :

kura II and Yajiia Sri, r.

Hagamasha, r., pp. 190, 195.

Hagana, r., pp. 190, 195.

Indra-mitra, r., p^. 185, 188.

Jamaka, r., p . 177.

Jamapaya,, r., p. 177.

Janapa^a, co. : see Rajanya, t.

Jyes)'.\hadatta-deva, r., pp.
19'iJ, 205.

Kausambl, ci.: see Kosam, ci.

Kavira, r., pp. 199, 205.

Kshatriya, t. : see Rajaiiya, t.

Kosam, ci., pp. 146, 155, 206.

Kumara (Yaudheya), r., p. 182.

Kumuda-sena, r., pp. 144, 150.

(?) Kunhama, r., pp. 198, 200.

Kuninda, *., pp. 161, 167.

Madhari-puta, r. : see Sivala-

kura, r.

Magachha, r., p. 177.

Magaja, r., p. 176.

Magajasa, r., p. 175.

Magojava, r., p. 176.

Maharaya, r., pp. 163, 177.

(?) Majupa, r., p. 175.

Malava, t., pp. 160, 161, 170.

Mapaka, r., p. 176.

Mapaya, r., p. 175.

Mapojaya, r., p. 175.

Maraja, r., p. 177.

Masapa, r., p. 176.

Mathura, ci., pp. 160, 164, 190,
192.

(?) Maya, r.: see Yama, r.

'Mitra' dynasty of N. Pan-

chala, pp. 184, 186.

Naga (dynasty), pp. 162, 164,
178.

Odumbara, t. : see

bara, t.

, r., p. 176.

Paiichala, N., co., pp. 184, 186.
Pavata (Parvata), r., pp. 146,
155.

Paya, r., pp. 163, 177.

Phalguni-mitra, r., pp. 185.
188.

Pulumavi (Pulumayi), r., pp.
209, 210.

Purushadatta, r., pp. 190, 192.

Rajanya, <., pp. 164, 179.

Ramadatta, r., pp. 190, 193.

Rarijubula (Rajuvula), r., pp.
191, 196.

Satya-mitra, r., p. 150.

Sivadatta, r., pp. 144, 149.

Sivalakura, r., pp. 208, 209.

Sodasa, r., pp. 191, 196.

Surya-mitra, r., pp. 145, 185,

188, 190, 195.

Taxila, cz., pp. 135, 147, 156,

202, 204.

Ujjain, ci. : see Avanti, co.

Uttamadatta, r., pp. 190, 193.

Vasithi-puta, r.: see Pulu-

mavi, r.

Vatasvaka, t., pp. 147, 157.

Vijaya-mitra, r., p. 151.

Vilivayakura II, r., pp. 208,
2io.

Virasena, r., pp. 191, 197.

Visakha-deva, r., pp. 144, 148.

Vishnu-mitra, r., pp. 190, 194.

Yajna Srl,r., pp. 209, 212, 213.

Yama (2), r., pp. 163, 174, 176.

Yaudheya (Yodheya), t.. pp.

165, 180.
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